
V I R G I N I A  S T U D I E S

Talk About It!

• Ask your child what his or her
priorities would be if he or she were the
president of the United States following
the Civil War. What would be
addressed first?

• Talk about your day today and
imagine together what it would have
been like if the money in your wallet
(or bank account) were suddenly
worthless. How would you survive?

• Discuss how discrimination today is
illegal, and yet it is witnessed and
experienced in today’s world. Talk with
your child about the magnitude of the
discrimination that must have been
present when it was legal.

• Brainstorm a list of all the major cities
in Virginia your family has visited. As
you name cities, have students consider
the railroads and highways that make
these cities accessible.

• Point out where your child has seen
coal in the community—in a mine, on a
train, at a loading dock, etc.—and
discuss how it is still a contributor to
Virginia’s economy.

What Are We Studying?   
Virginia was a changing place in the years following the 
end of the Civil War. This chapter develops students’ 
understanding of the Reconstruction period in Virginia. It 
discusses the problems facing Virginia after the war; 
segregation; and the eventual growth of the economy due to 
industry, technology, and transportation.

           Great Places to Visit
• Booker T. Washington National Monument in Hardy
• Pocahontas Exhibition Coal Mine and Museum in 
Tazewell County (open April through October)
• The Valentine in Richmond
• Virginia Museum of Transportation in Roanoke
• Check to see if your community has a local railway 
museum 
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a) identifying the effects of Reconstruction on
life in Virginia;
• Reconstruction: the period following the Civil War
during which Congress passed laws designed to
rebuild the country and bring the southern states
back into the Union
Problems faced by Virginians during
Reconstruction
• Hundreds of thousands of freed African Americans
needed housing, education, clothing, food, and jobs.
• Virginia’s economy was in ruins:

—Money had no value.
—Banks were closed.
—Railroads, bridges, plantations, and crops 
were destroyed.

—Businesses needed to be rebuilt.
Measures taken to resolve problems
• The Freedmen’s Bureau was a government agency
that provided food, public schools, and medical care
for freed African Americans and others in Virginia.
• Sharecropping was a system common in Virginia
after the war in which freedmen and poor white
farmers rented land from landowners by promising
to pay the owners with a share of the crops.

b) identifying the effects of segregation and
“Jim Crow” on life in Virginia for American
Indians, whites, and African Americans.
• Segregation: the separation of people, usually
based on race or religion
• Discrimination: an unfair difference in the
treatment of people
• During Reconstruction, African Americans began
to have power in Virginia’s government, and black
and white men could vote and hold office.
• After Reconstruction, these gains were lost when
“Jim Crow” laws were passed by the southern states.
“Jim Crow” laws legally established segregation, or
separation of the races, and reinforced prejudices
held by whites.

• Effects of "Jim Crow" laws on the lives of African
Americans and American Indians included

—experiencing unfair poll taxes and voting 
tests that were established to keep them from 
voting
—difficulty voting or holding public office
—being forced to use separate, poor-quality 
facilities and services, such as drinking 
fountains, restrooms, and restaurants

—attending separate schools.
• Segregation and discrimination had an impact on

—housing
—employment
—health care
—political representation
—education.

c) describing the importance of railroads, new
industries, and the growth of cities to Virginia’s
economic development.
Virginia began to grow in many ways after the Civil
War and Reconstruction:
• Virginia’s cities grew with people, businesses, and
factories.
• Railroads were a key to the expansion of business,
agriculture, and industry. They facilitated the growth
of small towns to cities.
• Other parts of Virginia grew as other industries
developed. Coal deposits were mined in the
Appalachian Plateau.
• The need for more and better roads increased.
• Tobacco farming and the manufacture of tobacco
products became important Virginia industries.

Essential Knowledge for Chapter 8 (VS.8)
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the reconstruction of  Virginia following

the Civil War by:


